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SUBJECT: CALL ON STATE SECRETARYFOR TRADE KAREL BEYEN OF 
ECONOMIC MINISTRY 

REF: STATE 75963 

SUMMARY: DURING MARCH 30 CALL ON STATE SECRETARY BEYEN, 

CHARGE, ACCOMPANIED BY E/C COUNSELOR, STRESSED NEED FOR 
CONTINUED DUTCH SUPPORT FOR MTN AND OBTAINED BRIEFING ON BEYEN’S 
PLANNED APRIL 20 VISIT TO NEW YORK. BEYEN GAVE STRONG REAS- 
SURANCES ON DUTCH SUPPORT FOR MTN, UNDERLINED NEED FOR JOINT 
ACTION WITH U.S. IN MAINTAINING BUSINESS CONFIDENCE AND IN 
SEEKING TO STABILIZE POSITION OF DOLLAR, AND AGREED TO CONSIDER 
INTERVENING WITH EC ON ITS PROPOSAL TO LIMIT SIZES OF IMPORTED 
BRER CONTAINERS. FORFETULED BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON BEYEN 
SEE THE HAGUE 810. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . MTN— BEYEN SAID GON AND DUTCH BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL 
INTERESTS ARE FULLY CONVINCED THAT THE SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION 
OF MTN IS ESSENTIAL THE MORE SO BECAUSE OF THE NETHERLANDS' 
HEAVY DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN TRADE. HE PERSONALLY BELIEVED 
THAT IT WOULD WELL SERVE BOTH U.S. AND DUTCH INTERESTS IF 
AMBASSADOR STRAUSS COULD FIND A CONVENIENT TIME TO VISIT THE 
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NETHERLANDS TO HELP DRAMATIZE THEIMPORTANCE BOTH COUNTRIES 
ATTACH TO ENSURING FREER WORLD TRADE. CHARGE AGREED AND SAID 
WE KNEW AMBASSADOR STRAUSS WAS INTERESTED IN SUCH A VISIT AND 
WE WERE HOPEFUL A CONVENIENT DATE COULD BE ARRANGED (SEE 
77 THE HAGUE 6333, STATE 8283, AND THE HAGUE 638). 

2. EC DIRECTIVE ON BEER CONTAINERS— WE RAISED SUBJECT OF EC 
DIRECTIVE THAT WOULD ERECT A PROHIBITVE NON TARIFF BARRIER 
TO U.S. BEER EXPORTS TO EC. WE NOTED THAT NETHERLANDS WAS 
MAJOR EC EXPORTER OF BEER TO U.S. AND THAT USG HAD SUCCESSFULLY 
INTERVENED TO BLOCK EFFORT OF PENNSYLVANIA TO RESTRICT SIZE OF 
IMPORTED BEER CONTAINERS; ASKED THAT GON INTERVENE ON OUR BEHALF 
WITH EC COMMISSION; AND GAVE BEYEN MEMORANDUM BASED ON FIRST 
THREE PARAGRQY OF STATE 75963. BEYEN SAID THIS WAS FIRST HE 

HAD HEARD OR PROPOSED EC DIRECTIVE, WONDERED OUT LOUD AT WHICH 
COUNTRIES IT WAS REALLY AIMED SINCE U.S. WAS SUCH A SMALL 
SUPPLIER, AND AGREED TO LOOK INTO THE MATTER AND SEE WHAT GON 
COULD DO TO HELP US. 

3. VISIT TO U.S. —BEYEN SAID HE PLANS TO GO TO NEW YORK APRIL 

20 TO ATTEND OPENING OF KLM BUILDING, CELEBRATE SEVENTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF DUTCH CLUB. AND HOLD APRESS CONFERENCE AND MAKE 
A SPEECH BEFORE NETHERLANDS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN AMERICA TO 
UNDERLINE CONTINUED RELATIVE ATTRACTIVENESS OF THE NETHERLANDS 
AS A SECURE AND PROFITABLE PLACE FOR U.S. FIRMS TO LOCATE AND DO 
BUSINESS. HE INDICATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SAY SOMETHING 
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REASSURING ABOUT THE NEW GON'S LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS ON EXCESS 
PROFIT SHARING (VA) AND WORKERS COUNCILS AND HOPED THE PRESENT 
GON'S POSITION ON SUCH SOCIAL-ECONOMIC LEGISLATION WOULD BE 
AVAILABLE BEFORE HE GOES TO NEW YORK. 

4. DOLLAR PROBLEM-REFERRING TO HIS EXPERIENCE AS AN INTER- 
NATIONAL BANKER WITH THE AMROBANK BEFORE ASSUMING HIS NEW JOB. 
BEYEN SAID HE WAS PERSONALLY DISTRESSED BY THE RECENT BYRATIONS 
OF THE CURRENCY MARKETS WHICH REFLECTED AN UNWARRANTED LACK OF 
CONFIDENCE IN THE DOLLAR WHICH WAS BEING FED PRIMARILY BY THE 
RAPID MOVEMENT OF SHOGTERM FUNDS FROM COUNTRY TO COUNTRY BY 
INTERNATIONAL BANKS, TREASURERS OF MULTINATIONALS, AND PRIVATE 
SPECULATORS. HE NOTED THAT THE PRESENCE OF A 400 BILLION 
EURODOLLAR MARKET ITSELF WAS A DESTABILIZING INFLUENCE. ADDING 
THAT HE FULLY APPRECIATED THE OFFICIAL USG ATTITUDE TOWARD THE 
PROBLEM, HE SAID IT WAS TIME THAT INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
BEGAN TO WORK TOGETHER TO HELP RESTORE CONFKFCE IN THE DOLLAR 
AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT AN AGREED PROGRAM COULD BE WORKED 
OUT BEFORE THE PROPOSED SUMMIT MEETING. 

BROWN 
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